
Tangerines abound. I hold one in my hand. They accompany me in my pockets, 

and in the front pouch of my hip shoulder bag. The colour interrupts the dark 

blue of the mornings and evenings. They are many and I eat them. 

 

In the newspaper I read about some mathematicians investigating the ‘kissing 
number' problem, which looks into how many tangerines can touch a central 

tangerine at the same time in a certain space.  

I eat one in the shower against heartache. Two in the club in between dancing. 

 

Another day, before, after dancing, me and another enact a proposition  

to exchange body warmth. 

It’s seven A.M. and a few hours. Textured tangerine skin touching.

	 In one-dimension a maximum of two can touch the center one.

I dreamt once too often, many years ago of nothing in particular. Participating in 

traffic then, so assigned to name the things that I see.

pole; street; bush; trashbin; dog; pavement; the dark blue bike of my father

It was rusty, now even older.

He used to hum. He got told off for it he told me.

I remember cuddles, my father’s back, hanging out in the big bed on Fridays.

Reflections of passing trams on the wall (,if the cars would have been trams).

I’m in a bed but not sleeping.

Recently I passed along the advice to count your toes when you can’t fall asleep.

Not able to do arithmetic now. 

 

arms; backs; t-shirts; hands, upper legs; foreheads; eyelashes

	� If tangerines were flat, a maximum of six could touch a center in  

a two-dimensional space.

Wobbly lines,

I get assigned to cycle more straight.

Me and my sister waited for him at de Nieuwmarkt.

We enter Hoi Tin, walk through the corridor.

cold jellyfish; steamed phoenix claws stewed in soy sauce & black bean sauce;  
pan fried dumplings with pork and chive; pan fried turnip cake with pork and shrimp; 
steamed rice dough with prawns

	 �In a three-dimensional world, a maximum of twelve tangerines can  

touch a center one.

I cut them up with chopsticks in my bowl until they lose form. 

Desire the dreaming up of different shapes with peeled skin.

A christmas tree, nakedness, a third thing.

We arrive after a long drive in orange light, the street where we lived.

I pretend to sleep. Hear hushed voices. 

Slowly I am transported up the steep stairs, I don’t dream it.
In winter, I’m naming things I’m touching.

	 —Pum van de Koppel
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